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SUMMARY: WHILE HOLDING STEADILY AT ABOUT 45 PERCENT OE 
VOTING INTENTIONS IN THE POLLS, THE "MAJORITY" CONTI- 
NUES THE GOOD EIGHT. SQUABBLING AMONG INDIVIDUAL PARTIES 
HAS ALMOST CEASED AS THE GISCARDIANS AND GAULLISTS HAVE 
MOVED BEYOND BACKBITING TO ESTABLISH CLEAR INDIVIDUAL 
IDENTITIES. THE RPR IS ACCENTUATING ITS GAULLIST HERI- 
TAGE, WHILE THE UDF IDENTIEIES CLOSELY WITH GISCARD, HIS 
REFORMIST IDEAS AND HIS DESIRE EOR GOVERNMENT EROM THE 
CENTER. WHILE CLEARLY BEHIND,THE MAJORITY STILL BELIE- 
VES AT THREE DAYS BEEORE THE EIRST ROUND THAT A COMBINA- 
TION OE EACTORS CAN BRING IT EINAL VICTORY. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE RPR: THE LAST POLL SHOWED THE RPR AT ABOUT 22 
PERCENT OF VOTER INTENTIONS. CHIRAC HAS STOPPED (TO THE 
GREATEST EXTENT POSSIBLE) EVEN MENTIONING GISCARD OR 
BARRE IN HIS SPEECHES, EMPHASIZING INSTEAD THE RPR'S 
GAULLIST HERITAGE, FRANCE'S PROGRESS UNDER THE EIFTH 
REPUBLIC, A NATIONALISTIC APPROACH TO INTERNATIONAL AF- 
FAIRS, AN EXPANSIONARY DOMESTIC EISCAL POLICY TO EXPAND 
EMPLOYMENT AND INCREASE SOCIAL BENEEITS, SOMEWHAT AU- 
THORITARIAN MEASURES TO IMPROVE DOMESTIC SECURITY, AND 
THE CHAOS WHICH HE MAINTAINS WOULD RESULT EROM A VIC- 
TORY BY THE LEFT. DURING THE CAMPAIGN, CHIRAC HAS TRA- 
VELED CONSTANTLY, VISITING HUNDREDS OE TOWNS AND SHAKING 
HUNDREDS OE THOUSANDS OE HANDS, TRYING TO BUILD POPULAR 
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SUPPORT. THE RESULTS HAVE BEEN MIXED. ACCORDING TO 
ONE LEADING POLLSTER, THE RPR HAS NOT BEEN GAINING WHERE 
CHIRAC HITS THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

CHIRAC HAS CONSISTENTLY DRAWN GOOD CROWDS, GENERATED 
ENTHUSIASM AMONG HIS SUPPORTERS AT THE LOCAL LEVEL, AND 
PROVIDED A RALLYING POINT EOR THOSE OPPOSED TO, OR SIM- 
PLY APRAID OP, THE CHANGES PROPOSED BY THE LEPT. 

2. THEUDP: WHILE BORN TOO LATE TO HAVE ANY REAL NA- 
TIONAL IDENTITY OP ITS OWN, THE UDP, ITSELP OR IN ITS 
VARIOUS MANIPESTATIONS - PRESIDENTIAL MAJORITY, PR, 

CDS AND RADICAL - IS PRESENTLY POLLING ABOUT 20 PERCENT 
OP VOTING INTENTIONS. ITS APPEAL IS BASED ON TWO PAC- 
TORS. EIRST, IT IS CLOSELY IDENTIPIED WITH GISCARD AND 
APPEALS TO THOSE WHO DO NOT LIKE EITHER THE GAULLISTS OR 
THE LEFT AND LOOK TO THE PRESIDENT AS A WAY OUT. SE- 
COND, THE UDP HAS SOUGHT TO IDENTIFY THE GAULLISTS WITH 
THE PAST, WHILE HOLDING ITSELP UP AS A NEW PORCE EOR 
REFORM AND EVOLUTION IN THE SOCIETY. ECONOMICALLY, THE 
UDP SUPPORTS BARRE'S PROGRAM OP BLOIS AS THE BEST SOLU- 
TION POSSIBLE GIVEN THE PRESENT ECONOMIC CRISIS. ITS 
LOCAL APPEAL IS ALSO BASED TO A LARGE EXTENT ON THE IN- 
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DIVIDUAL CANDIDATES WHO VARY WIDELY IN THEIR PERSONALI- 
TIES ANDPHILOSOPHY ACCORDING TO THEIR REGIONS. 

3. DIVIDED, WE MAY STAND: THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SEPARA- 
TE IDENTITIES BY THE TWO MAJORITY GROUPS, MAY PROVIDE THE 
BREADTH OF APPEAL AND FLEXIBILITY NEEDED TO WIN. THE 
RPR CLEARLY SEEKS TO APPEAL TO THE TRADITIONAL GAULLIST 
ELECTORATE. BILLS RANGING FROM ABORTION REFORM TO 
BARRE'S ECONOMIC PROGRAMS STILL ARE BLAMED ON GISCARD 
AND BARRE, WHILE FRANCE'S ECONOMIC GROWTH UNDER THE 
FIFTH REPUBLIC IS RECEIVING MORE ATTENTION AND IS NATUR- 
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ALLY CREDITED TO THE GAULLISTS. THE RPR CAN DRAW ON THE 
ELECTORATE WHICH HAS SUPPORTED THE POLICIES POR THE 
GOVERNMENT FOR THE LAST 20 YEARS. THE UDP HAS 
LESS TRADITIONAL SUPPORT BUT MORE FLEXIBILITY. ITS CAN- 
DIDATES, IN ADDITION TO SUPPORTING GISCARD ON THE NATIO- 
NAL LEVEL, WERE CHOSEN FROM A NUMBER OF PARTIES TO BEST 
MATCH LOCAL CONDITIONS - PROGRESSIVE IN SOME AREAS, 
CONSERVATIVE IN OTHERS. IN AN ELECTION WHICH COULD TURN 
ON THE LAST MINUTE DECISION OP TWO OR THREE PERCENT OP 
THE CENTER VOTE, THE UDP, THROUGH A VARIETY OP CANDIDA- 
TES, HOPES ITS APPEAL AMOUNTS TO A VIABLE ALTERNATIVE 
TO THE PS. 

4. A COMBINATIOM OF FACTORS: WHILE THE LEFT CLEARLY 
LEADS IN THE POLLS. THE MAJORITY STILL HOPES TO WIN 
DUE TO A COMBINATION OP PACTORS: 

- IN SPITE OP ITS APPEAL AS A PORCE POR NEEDED 
CHANGE. THE LEPT HAS LOST SOME CREDIBILITY AS 
AN ALTERNATIVE GOVERNMENT DUE TO ITS INTERNAL 
PROBLEMS. 

- THE ATTACKS OP MARCHAIS ON MITTERRAND AND THE 
SOCIALISTS HAVE ALIENATED A CERTAIN SEGMENT 

OF THE SOCIALIST ELECTORATE FROM THE COMMU- 
NIST CANDIDATES, AND VICE-VERSA. THIS COULD 
LEAD TO ABSTENTIONS AND VOTE SWITCHES ON THE 
SECOND ROUND WHICH WOULD WORK TO THE ADVANTAGE 
OF THE MAJORITY. 

-1 -THERE IS A CONSERVATISM IN THE PRENCH ELECTO- 
RATE WHICH WHILE DESIRING CHALLANGE, DOES NOT 
LIKE INSTABIILITY. UNLESS THE LEPT CAN PROVIDE 
AN APPEARANCE OP UNITY BY THE FINAL ROUND. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 PARIS 08422 02 OP 02 I10513Z 

THE MAJORITY WILL HAVE A GOOD ISSUE BETWEEN 
THE TWO ROUNDS. 
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-THE APPARENT CONTRADICTIONS IN THE POLLS BET- 
WEEN THE FRENCH VOTER'S INTENT TO VOTE LEFT 
AND HIS GENERAL SATISEACTION WITH HIS SOCIETY 
REFLECTS A DESIRE FOR BOTH NEEDED REFORMS AND 
PPESERVATIOM OF THE LIBERAL SYSTEM. 

-THE POLEMICS IN THE MAJORITY HAVE BEEN MUTED 
AND SECOND ROUND TRANSFERS OF VOTES SHOULD BE 
VERY GOOD. ESPECIALLY COMPARED WITH THE LEFT. 

-THE PRESIDENT IS BEING URGED BY MAJORITY LEA- 
DERS TO COME OUT SOON IN A STRONG SPEECH 
AGAINST THE LEFT. GISCARD HAS ALREADY USED 
SEVERAL OPPORTUNITIES TO REITERATE THE THEMES 
OE HIS VERDUN-SUR-LE-DOUBS SPEECH ON THE "RIGHT 
CHOICE": FOR INSTANCE "OUR ECONOMY CANNOT SUS- 
TAIN ALL OF THESE ELECTORAL PROMISES....! MUST 
MAKE THIS WARNING SO THAT FRENCHMEN CANNOT SAY 
THEY WERE MISLED." 

5. CONCLUSIONS: ACCORDING TO THE POLLS, AS WELL AS COM- 
MENTS BY FRENCHMEN TO EMBASSY AND CONSULAR PERSONNEL 
THROUGHOUT FRANCE, THE LEFT IS IN A GOOD POSITION TO WIN. 

THE MAJORITY, OFFERING TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE, HAS A SEVERE 
HANDICAP BUT IS FINALLY MAKING A CONCERTED EFFORT. 
ACCORDING TO SOME MAJORITY PEOPLE, THEIR HOPE RESTS ON 
LIMITING THE LEFT'S PERCENTAGE LEAD ON THE EIRST ROUND 
AND CONCENTRATING THEIR STRONG CARDS ON THE SECOND ROUND. 
IF THE LEFT MAKES A SUFEICIENTLY STRONG SHOWING ON THE 
FIRST ROUND, THE COMMUNISTS (SAY MAJORITY EXPERTS) WILL 
BE FORCED TOWARD COOPERATION ON THE SECOND ROUND, UNDE- 
CIDED VOTERS WILL TEND TO GO WITH THE LIKELY WINNERS, 

AND THE LEFT IS IN. BUT IF THE RESULTS ARE CLOSER, THE 
PCF MAY NOT BE SO MOTIVATED AND LEFT UNITY COULD SUFFER 
(FOR WHATEVER REASONS); WITH THE FRENCH VOTERS' TENDENCY 
TO VOTE MORE COMSERVATIVELY ON THE SECOND ROUND, THE 
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MAJORITY MAY SQUEAK THROUGH. 

HARTMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ELECTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 09 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PARIS08422 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 09-0291 

Format: TEL 
From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780385/aaaactzm.tel 

Line Count: 266 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 9f544cca-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 5 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3380028 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ELECTIONS 1 978 - THE 45 PERCENT MAJORITY SUMMARY: WHILE HOLDING STEADILY AT ABOUT 45 PERCENT OF VOTING 

INTENTIONS IN THE POLLS, THE V’MAJORITY\" CON 

TAGS: PINT, FR 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9f544cca-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



